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Brief Report of the Event
• Gujarat Arts and Commerce College (Evening), Ahmedabad has 

launched a new initiative - "Startup Shaala- Learnings from Startup 
Entrepreneurs" with the aim of sensitizing students about 
entrepreneurship, wherein various startup entrepreneurs will be 
invited periodically to share their success stories and experiences 
with the students. For the first talk session of this programme on 
2/2/23- a 19 years old young entrepreneur from Ahmedabad who 
recently presented his idea in the currently running national 
television show - "Shark Tank India Season 2" and got funding of 30 
lakh rupees- Soham Pathak, along with his mother & co-founder 
Payal Pathak was invited as the speaker.

• Both the speakers gave students a roller-coaster ride experience of 
‘The Simply Salad’ and their personal journey from failure to success, 
giving the students practical knowledge of Startup and challenges 
faced by a new-entrant in the Food-tech Startup. The college 
Principal Dr. Himmat Bhalodia in his speech, specially welcomed 
enthusiastic participation of 149 students and thanked Innovation 
Club Convener - Prof. Sandeep Sanchala, SSIP Committee Convener 
Dr. Hemendra Shah and the coordinator of the programme Dr. Ijan 
Vaidya. 

Startup Shaala - 2/2/23

Table of Participants
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103 46 149



Startup Shaala : 
Learnings from 
Entrepreneurs

ઇવેંટનોસકં્ષિપ્તઅહવેાલ
• ગજુરાતઆર્ટ્સઅને કોમસ્ કૉલેજ (સાાંજની), અમદાવાદ ખાતે વવદ્યાર્થીઓને ઉદ્યોગ

સાહવસકતાઅંગે સેંવસટાઈઝ કરવાના હતેરુ્થીએક નવી પહલે - "સ્ટાટ્અપશાળા" શરૂ
કરવામાાં આવી છે જેમાાં સમયાાંતરે વવવવધ સ્ટાટ્અપ સાહવસકોને પોતાની સક્સેસ
સ્ટોરી અને અનભૂવ વવદ્યાવર્થિઓ સમક્ષ વ્યક્ત કરવા બોલાવામાાં આવશે. આ
કાય્ક્રમનાાંના પ્રર્થમ ટોક સેશનમાટે હાલમાાં જ ચાલી રહલેાાં નેશનલ ટેલલવવઝનશો -
"શાક્ ટેન્ક ઇન્ન્િયા" માાં પોતાનો આઈડિયા રજૂ કરી ૩૦ લાખ રૂવપયાનુ ાં ફાંિીંગ
મેળવનાર એવા અમદાવાદના ૧૯ વર્ષીય સોહમ પાઠક આને તેમના માતા પાયલ
પાઠકને સ્પીકરતરીકે બોલાવવામાાંઆવ્યાાં હતાાં.

• તેઓએ વનષ્ફળતાર્થી લઇને સફળતાાં સધુીનો રોલર-કોસ્ટર રાઈિ જેવો અનભુવ
વવદ્યાવર્થિઓનેવ્યકત કરતાાં વવદ્યાર્થીઓને પે્રન્ક્ટકલજ્ઞાન મળ્યુહત ુ ાં. સમગ્રકાય્ક્રમના
સફળ સાંચાલન બદલ કોલેજના આચાય્શ્રી િૉ. ડહિંમત ભાલોિીયાએ ભાગ લેનાર
ઉત્સાહસભર 149 જેટલાાં વવદ્યાવર્થિઓ તેમજ ઈનોવેશન ક્લબના અધ્યક્ષ પ્રા. સાંદીપ
સાાંચલા , SSIP કવમટીનાઅધ્યક્ષિૉ. હમેેન્રશાહ તેમજઆપ્રોગ્રામના કોિીનેટરઅને
કાય્ક્ર્મના સાંચાલક િૉ. ઈજન વૈદ્યનો પ્રાસાંલગક ઉદબોધન કરી વવશેર્ષઆભર વ્યકત
કયો હતો.
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News Coverage
The reports of the event were published in leading
newspapers in vernacular language of Gujarati
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Student Feedback for the Programme Startup Shaala

Shreya Mishra Rashmi Singh

Add a footer 5

• First of all today it was a great day because we at 
GACC-Eve-Ahmedabad initiated Startup Shaala under 
SSIP 2.0. We welcomed the young guest Soham 
Pathak and his mom & co-founder Payal Pathak with 
roar of claps. They also showed us their Shark Tank 
India Episode clip and we thoroughly enjoyed it. The 
day was well spent as they also communicated a lot 
with the audience and made it a fun learning 
experience.
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Ahmedabad



Speakers- Soham Pathak 
and Payal Pathak felicitated 
by Principal Dr. Himmat 
Bhalodiya and College 
Students with a Tulsi Pot.
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Faculties and Students deeply engrossed in 
QA session with the speakers Soham Pathak 

and Payal Pathak
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College faculties and students deeply engrossed in 
listening to the young entrepreneur- Soham Pathak 

and his cofounder – Payal Pathak
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A lively selfie of college students with 
the speaker himself – Soham Pathak
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Pictorial Glimpse of Startup Shaala Event-1
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SSIP STARTUP SHAALA
SESSION EVENT TITLED -

“ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
JOURNEY: LESSONS BY 

CA VIPUL SHAH”  

Jointly Organized with 
Entrepreneurship Development Cell, 

Neo Commerce Club and IQAC



PRINCIPAL 
DR. HIMMAT BHALODIYA
FELICITATING 
SHRI. CA VIPUL SHAH



Purpose of the 
session 

• To sensitize students towards 
entrepreneurship through 
journey of real life entrepreneur 

• To motivate students by 
inspiring session in storytelling 
format 

• To celebrate ‘World 
Entrepreneurship Day’ 
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About Event

Gujarat Arts and Commerce College (Evening),

Ahmedabad has launched a new initiative - "Startup

Shaala- Learnings from Startup Entrepreneurs" with

the aim of sensitizing students about entrepreneurship,

wherein various startup entrepreneurs will be invited

periodically to share their success stories and

experiences with the students. For the second talk

session of this programme on 21/8/23- a techpreneur

from Ahmedabad- CA Vipul Shah was invited as the

speaker.

The speaker gave students a glimpse of his life journey

as an entrepreneur and shared deep details of his

personal journey from failure to success, giving the

students practical knowledge of Startup,

Entrepreneuship and challenges faced by an

entrepreneur. The college Principal Dr. Himmat

Bhalodia in his speech, specially welcomed

enthusiastic participation of 115 students (81 Males, 34

Females) and thanked teams of SSIP Committee,

Innovation Club, Entrepreneurship Development Cell,

Neo Commerce Club and IQAC for successful

conduction of the event. Dr. Sandip Sanchala, Prof.

Nikhil Rohit, Prof. Riddhi Suthar managed the entire

programme by coordinating with students and

necessary arrangements for the event. Dr. Ijan Vaidya

did anchoring for the event and Dr. Usha Gadhvi

presented vote of thanks for the event.
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Participants

Male Female Total 

B.Com 81 28 109

M.Com. 0 05 05

B.A. 0 01 01

TOTAL 81 34 115

SSIP TALK SESSION EVENT



The way to get 
started 
is to quit talking 
and begin doing.

Walt Disney
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Key Takeaways of the Session

Winning through 
Struggles

Beginnings are always 
Humble. Struggles are 
part and parcel of 
entrepreneur’s life. 
Success without failures 
is tasteless. He explained 
this basic philosophy 
through several 
examples like- How his 
Finance company failed 
and how he restarted 
everything once again. 
Even his physical 
disabilities of not being 
able to listen without 
machine didn’t stop him 
from achieving what he 
wanted in life.    

Patience is the 
Key 

Success doesn’t come 
overnight. He precisely 
explained how it took 
him years of 
perseverance to clear CA, 
then again startup after a 
failed Finance Co., then 
again with his 
engineering studies and 
to the stage that he has 
reached now, its been 
years of Hard work. 

Learn from other 
domains 

Even after becoming a 
successful CA, he joined 
a Engineering college in 
Pune to learn about 
technology in mid 30s. 
That’s how he later 
became a TechPreneur 
and one of the pioneers 
in Fintech industry. 

Entrepreneurial 
Mindset

The academical platform 
and the set framework of 
syllabus may sometimes 
restrict out-of-the-box 
thinking for a student, 
but its important for a 
student to get out of the 
typical job-oriented 
mindset and become a 
risk taker in truest sense 
by venturing out in the 
market.  

Keeping Hobbies 
alive and 

Importance of 
money

He laid specific 
importance on keeping 
one’s hobbies alive along 
with importance of 
money in life. Financial 
freedom is the basis of 
Innovation and creativity. 
A project should be 
commercially viable at 
any cost, businesses are 
meant to make profits, 
etc. were the key 
takeaways from his 
session. 

SSIP STARTUP SHAALA EVENT
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