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The annual camp organized by the NSS unit of Gujarat Arts and
Commerce College (Evening), Ahmedabad, was held for seven
days. The funding for the camp was provided by the NSS Cell,
Gujarat University, Ahmedabad. The main objectives of the camp
were sanitation, health, and public awareness. The camp took
place in Lilapur village of Daskoi taluka in Ahmedabad district
and was guided and mentored by Program Officer Sandeep
Sanchala, under the motivation of Principal Dr. Himmat
Bhalodiya.

The camp saw the participation of 50 volunteers from the college
and 10 volunteers from other colleges. The campsite was set up
in Lilapur village, and the working area included Lilapur village,
Rahapura village, and Bharwad Vas.

Major activities conducted during the camp focused on
cleanliness programs, health awareness, and public awareness
through cultural programs. The volunteers also conducted a
village survey, stayed in local homes, engaged in public relations,
and played games with students from the primary school. Expert
sessions related to personality development, skill development,
self-confidence building, cleanliness, and health awareness were
organized during the camp. Experts from different academic and
corporate backgrounds were invited to conduct these sessions.

The volunteers received training in various aspects during the
camp, including preparing food for everyone, living in groups,
morning rallies, respecting elders, discipline and sincerity,
exercise and yoga, team leadership, day leadership, committee
roles, cultural performances, and street plays with different
concepts.

Special guests and dignitaries attended the camp, including
Shree Vinod Rao (Secretary of the Education Department of the
Government of Gujarat), Shree Rohit Chaudhary (District &
Primary Education Officer of Ahmedabad District), Shree
Jayeshbhai Patel (Director, ESI-SUGHAD, Gandhinagar), Shree
Rambhai Sindhav, Shree Gautambhai Paramar, Shri Narayanbhai
Patel, Dr. N.P. Verma, Prof. Mahendrasinh Solanki, Shree Radhe
Chauhan, Shree Rajan Chauhan, Dr. Ankit Rami, Dr. Bhavesh
Jethwa (Children's University), and Smt Pinkiben Jadav (SEWA).

The annual camp served as a platform for the volunteers to
engage in various activities aimed at improving sanitation,
health, and public awareness. It provided opportunities for
personal growth, skill development, and the fostering of a sense
of community service among the participants.
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DAY 1

7th February 2023

On this day, an advance team of fifteen volunteers, along
with Program Officer Sandip Sanchala and the NSS
committee, left for the camp. The volunteers arrived at the
college early in the morning and departed for Lilapur with
all the necessary items. They reached Lilapur by AMTS bus.

Upon arrival, the volunteers first cleaned some rooms in
the primary school desighated for accommodation. They
also cleaned all the areas where the volunteers would stay,
including the kitchen. Once the facilities were set up, they
cleaned the Chowk of Lilapur village, where the seven-day
cultural program would take place. Additionally, they
arranged for water facilities and installed night lights in
the primary school.

In the evening, the volunteers conducted a public outreach
event, informing the villagers why the NSS camp from
Gujarat Arts and Commerce College had come to their
village for seven days. They requested the villagers' full
support and cooperation for the duration of the camp. The
first day of the camp ended with a prayer.
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DAY 2

8th February 2023

On the second day of the camp, all the remaining volunteers, the
professor, and the program officer were present at the campsite. In
the morning, everyone participated in playing garba, a traditional folk
dance, with the villagers who had gathered at the reception area in
front of Lilapur Primary School. This was done to welcome the
villagers and foster a sense of community.

Following the garba session, an orientation program was conducted
by Mr. Vinaybhai Trivedi, the project manager cum lok mitra of
Gandhinagar Environmental Sanitation Institute Sughad. He provided
information and guidance to the volunteers about the camp and its
objectives.

After the orientation program, the volunteers and staff members
came together to prepare lunch, which they enjoyed as a group.
Following the meal, the volunteers went to invite the villagers to the
camp's inauguration program and informed them about the activities
planned for the upcoming days. This gave the volunteers an
opportunity to interact with the villagers and establish a connection.

Meanwhile, preparations for the camp's inauguration in the evening
kept the volunteers busy. The camp inauguration ceremony included
notable guests such as Dr. Natubhai Verma, the Coordinator of the
NSS (National Service Scheme) at Gujarat University in Ahmedabad,
and Dr. Rajanbhai Chauhan, a Youth Development Officer. Other
guests included Mr. MahendraSingh Solanki, the Program Officer of
NSS at Silver Oak University, Ms. Nilofarben H Waraiya, the Principal
of Lilapur Primary School, and Mr. Radhe Chauhan, the Manager of
Indian Institute of Skills. Dr. Himmat Bhalodia, the Principal of
Gujarat Arts and Commerce College, along with Program Officer Mr.
Sandip Sanchla and the college committee members, were also
present.

The inauguration program continued late into the night, and once it
concluded, the volunteers returned to the primary school. They held
their daily meeting and submitted the daily report to the minister's
office, as per their responsibilities. The day ended with a prayer
session, marking the completion of the second day of the camp
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DAY 3

9th February 2023

On the third day of the camp, the morning began with a "prabhat feri"
(morning procession) and a yoga-exercise session. After breakfast,
there was an expert session on intellectual education conducted by Mr.
Jayeshbhai Patel, the Director of Safai Vidyalaya, an environmental
sanitation institute based in Gandhinagar. He took the volunteers to
visit Lilapur village and familiarized them with village life, providing
information on how to interact with the villagers.

During this day, the main activity was the Maha Swachhta Abhiyan, a
cleaning campaign carried out by the volunteers. The entire village was
cleaned, and more than 25 bags of waste, including both dry and wet
waste, were collected and disposed of appropriately. Mr. Narayanbhai
Patel, a motivational participant, was also present during the cleaning
campaign.

After the cleaning campaign, all the volunteers returned to the primary
school and had lunch together, which was prepared by the kitchen team.
Following lunch, the cleaning team took care of cleaning the boys' and
girls' rooms, kitchen, office, and washroom.

Mr. Rohitbhai Chaudhary, the Ahmedabad District & Primary Education
Officer, spoke to the volunteers about the importance of education in
life and emphasized the significance of engaging in other activities as
well. The volunteers then visited Mr. Jayeshbhai's house and had a
chance to see his craft wood.

Meanwhile, the cooking team prepared the evening meal, and other
volunteers went for public outreach. In the night, a Bhajan Sandhya
program was organized in the nearby village of Rahapura. The program
featured performances by Shri Ganesh Bhajan Mandal, and all the
volunteers participated and sang bhajans.

After the Bhajan Sandhya, the volunteers returned to Lilapur primary
school, where they held a daily meeting. The minister and day leader
submitted the daily report to the office minister, and the next day's day
leader and teams for cleaning and kitchen duties were appointed by the
program officer.

The third day of the camp concluded with the volunteers sharing
information about the work they had done and discussing how the
village could be further improved and how they could continue to
interact with the villagers.
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DAY 4

10th February 2023

The fourth day of the camp began with a morning activity
called Prabhat feri, which is a morning march, followed by a
yoga session. The cooking team for the day prepared tea and
breakfast for all the volunteers. After breakfast, each
volunteer worked on their assigned projects and participated
in a village survey activity within the camp work area. This
allowed the volunteers to closely observe the lives of the
villagers.

Following the project work and village survey, the cooking
team arranged lunch for everyone, and they all enjoyed the
meal together. Later in the day, there was an intellectual
session conducted by Devendrabhai Parekh. He shared
valuable insights on how to tackle and solve the problems
that students face. During this session, he also observed the
work of the volunteers.

In addition to the intellectual session, the volunteers
organized various games for the children and distributed
prizes to the winners. Another group of volunteers carried
out a sharing and caring activity at the Love Tank school in
Bharwad Vas. They provided essential study materials like
bags, books, stationery, and water bottles to the children
studying there.

As part of the Drug Free India campaign, a drama called
"Kalirani" was performed by Pandav Creations. This
campaign aimed to raise awareness about the harmful
effects of drugs.

At the end of the day, the daily meeting took place, as it did
every day. All the ministers and day leaders submitted their
reports, and the day leaders and kitchen ministers for the
second day were appointed. The day concluded with a prayer,
marking the end of the fourth day of the camp.
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DAY S

11th February 2023

On the fifth day of the camp, the volunteers started their morning
with an exercise activity. Afterward, breakfast was prepared by the
Minister of Cooking and the Kitchen team, and everyone enjoyed
breakfast together. Hon. Vinod Rao, the secretary of the education
department, was present on this day and interacted with the
volunteers and primary school students. They discussed the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and the G20. This session provided
valuable insights and information to the volunteers and students.

Following the session, the volunteers engaged in an activity focused
on understanding the problems faced by the village. They gained
knowledge about agriculture, animal husbandry, and the daily lives
of the villagers. This activity helped them gather important
information and insights.

In the afternoon, Mr. Shankarbhai Prajapati motivated and
encouraged the volunteers, applauding their work for a bright future.
He blessed them and wished them success. The second session of the
day was dedicated to women, and the women and daughters from the
village also joined. They received information about various diseases
and their causes, including breast cancer. The women reported their
concerns to the authorities, and later in the evening, the "Vadil
Vandana" program was organized. In this program, the volunteers
?penl;c time with the elders in their homes, showing respect and care
or them.

During the cultural program at night, the volunteers presented a
marriage drama, depicting all the rituals of a traditional wedding.
Throughout the drama, messages were shared about the importance
of not marrying at a young age, preventing HIV/AIDS, and addressing
the issue of dowry, which is considered a crime. Following the drama,
a fashion show was organized, showcasing the talents of the
volunteers and villagers. The evening concluded with a joyful Garba
performance, marking the end of the cultural events.

Thus, the fifth day of the camp was filled with various activities and

meaningful programs, leaving a positive impact on the volunteers
and the village community.
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DAY 6

12th February 2023

On the sixth day of the camp, the volunteers kicked off the morning with a
Prabhatferi, which is a morning procession or march, and a yoga exercise
session. These activities helped energize and prepare everyone for the day
ahekad. Following the morning rituals, the volunteers began their assigned
tasks.

Throughout the day, the volunteers engaged in various work activities.
They might have worked on community development projects, such as
building infrastructure, repairing local facilities, or beautifying public
spl?ces. These tasks aimed to improve the overall quality of life in the
village.

After completing their work, the volunteers gathered to attend a program
or event. This program could have been an informative session about the
local culture, customs, or social issues. It provided an opportunity for the
volunteers to learn more about the village, its people, and their way of life.
This exchange of knowledge and experiences fostered a deeper
understanding and appreciation for different perspectives.

As part of the cultural exchange, each volunteer was paired with another
volunteer, and the pairs were sent to stay with families in the village. This
homestay experience allowed the volunteers to immerse themselves in the
local community and gain firsthand insights into the daily lives of the
villagers. It was a valuable opportunity to establish personal connections
and forge meaningful relationships.

To further engage with the community, the volunteers organized a cooking
competition specifically for the women of the village. This competition
aimed to showcase the culinary skills of the local women and celebrate
their talents. After the competition, the winning women were rewarded
with gifts as a token of appreciation for their participation and culinary
prowess.

Overall, the sixth day of the camp was filled with various activities that
enriched the volunteers' understanding of life in the village. Through work,
homestays, and cultural events, they not only learned new things but also
developed a deeper connection with the community they were serving.
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DAY 6

12th February 2023

In the evening of the sixth day, a cultural program was organized to
celebrate the accomplishments of the camp and provide entertainment for
the volunteers and the local community. The program served as a platform
to showcase the talents and cultural heritage of the village.

During the program, certificates were awarded to all the students who
participated in the camp. This recognition acknowledged their efforts and
involvement in the activities conducted throughout the camp. The
certificates served as a memento of their participation and a symbol of
appreciation for their dedication.

As part of the cultural program, a drama titled "Budhabhai Ni Jani" was
presented by Ashish Gandhi's team. The drama likely depicted a story or
narrative related to the local culture, traditions, or historical events. It
aimed to entertain the audience and provide insights into the village's rich
cultural heritage.

To grace the occasion, Mr. Alpeshbhai Barot was invited as the chief guest.
His presence added significance to the event and highlighted the
importance of the camp's initiatives in the local community. Mr. Barot
might have given a speech or shared his experiences, inspiring the
volunteers and motivating them to continue their efforts in community
service.

With the conclusion of the closing program, the camp came to an end. All
the students returned to the primary school, where they submitted their
reports of the day to the Minister. This report likely contained a summary
of the activities, experiences, and learnings from the sixth day of the camp.

To prepare for the next day's departure, the students were guided by
Professor Sandeep Sanchala. Professor Sanchala likely provided
instructions and advice on the necessary preparations, such as packing,
organizing belongings, and ensuring a smooth transition for the departure.
His guidance ensured that the students were well-prepared for the
conclusion of the camp and their return to their respective homes.

Overall, the closing program marked the culmination of the camp's

activities and provided a platform to appreciate the students' efforts,

:lhowcase cultural performances, and receive guidance for the upcoming
eparture.
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DAY 7

conclution 13th February 2023

Morning Ferry and Exercise: The day began with everyone taking a
morning ferry, presumably to enjoy some time near the water. After that,
everyone engaged in proper exercise, which is a great way to start the
day and stay active.

Breakfast and Packing: Following the exercise, everyone had breakfast to
fuel themselves for the day. Then, each person packed their belongings,
ensuring everything was properly organized and ready to be transported.

Cleaning the School: The next task was to thoroughly clean the school
where the camp was held. This involved tidying up the classrooms,
common areas, and any other spaces used during the camp. It's important
to leave the premises in a clean and orderly condition.

Cleaning the Bathrooms: Additionally, the bathrooms received special
attention to ensure they were cleaned thoroughly. This is an essential
part of maintaining hygiene and leaving the facilities in a good state for
the next users.

Cleaning the Volunteer Room: The room where the volunteers were
staying also underwent a cleaning process. This was likely done to tidy up
the space and leave it in a presentable condition.

Locking the Volunteer Room: Once the cleaning was completed, the room
used by the volunteers was locked. This ensures the security of the area
and prevents any unauthorized access.

Returning the Key: The key to the volunteer room was then returned to
the principal of the school. It's important to hand over any borrowed or
entrusted items to the responsible authority.

Farewell Rally in Lilapur Village: Following the cleaning and locking
procedures, a farewell rally was held in Lilapur village. This event was
likely organized to bid farewell to the camp participants and express
gratitude to the villagers for their support and hospitality throughout the
camp.

Departure: After the farewell rally, it was time to leave for home.
Everyone packed up and embarked on their journey back, concluding their
camp experience.

It seems like a memorable and productive last day at the camp, filled with
both physical activities and preparations for departure.
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